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QAmusements and mccting:.m

ACADEMT OF Musio.—"The Bobemian Girk.” Kellogg.

Bagnyn's HIPPODROMB.—AL 2:30 and 8,

Boori’s THEATER.— Henry V.

DaLY's Firrit AVENUE THEATER.—AL 1:30 and 8: “The
B Bonanza.”

GraxD OrERA House—* Ahmed.”

OLYMPIO THEATER.—Varinty Entertalnment.

Park Tueaten—" Davy Crockett”

BaN Praxcisco Missteels —=%reh andWambold.

Umiox BouAkE TigaTER~"Tao Two Orphana’

WALLACK'S THEATER.—At 1:3 sod 8: “The 8haugh-
raun” Diou Bouch.an'.

Cnumest or T AsceNsioN.—Annual Meeting P E
Cuur-h Missionary Sovisty.

Frizsps Meprive Hovse. ~Leoture, Aaron M. Powell

MMETROPOLITAN MUBEUM OF AnrT.—Paintings, Sialuary,
ote.

Romxsox Hart —Tndian Life and Costoms.

BTEINWAT Havt —Oratorio of “ Bameson. "'
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Deputiea of four provinees occupied by the Carlists
bave informed Don Carlos that the country is ex-
bausted. == Tho Curlist and Alfonsist rroops are
fraternising. === The Iwilan Government will give
hmited assistance 1o Itnlinos desirous of exhimtivg
goods at toe Puilndelphin Echibition. === Tuere is to
bo a Catbolle Confrrencs st Falla ou Tuesiny.

At a large meeting fo 8yracuse, the action of the Gov-
ernor o regard to Canal Reform was enthuasiasticully
approved., === The members of the Bebuylkil Huven
Branch of the Miners' and Luborers' Henevolent Asso-
olation, connected with the FPhiladelplla aud Reading
Ballroad, bave resvusced wlieglunce to  that
orgaulsation, nud  will resume work to-day, s==
The Astland Biwings Bank, at Astlaud, Bebuyikill
County, Peun., Lus suspended payments, === A tlood
fa sapeciod soon on both the North and Wes! Brancues
of the Busquebbnus River. Precautlons buve been
taken ro render the damage as gt as possible.

Easter was celebrated vy the Episcopal and Romnn
Cutbolio Churches, s=== A Gerwsa burtender fo the
Touth Ward was fatally stabbed. === A well-plauned
attempt 10 rod the Long Island Baviugs Bauk failed.
= A Culholle Cowmiites had been appoluted to con-
for with the Board of Edoeation in rogard to comblulng
the parochisi and the public schools. === Tuermome-
ter, 36°, 407, 390, === Gold, 1164, 116}, 1164 Gold valuo
of the legal tepder Aullar at the close, B8 1-10.

Owing fo the constantly-inereasmng eireulation
of Tng DALY TRIBUNE we find it more difi-
cult than usual, and indeed generally impossible,
to furnish back numbers. Readers who do not
want to loss any of the procecdings of the Deccher
Trial can have Tug DaiLy sent by mail (poat-
age paid) for $1 a month.

All along the Susquelnnna the people are
swaiting the flood which will be the almost
{uevilable result of the thaw now iu progress,

On the Delaware, too, there is renewed
anxiety and alarm. In either casp the sus-
pense cannot be of much longer duration, and
within the next twenty-four lours the crisis
may be passed.

———

The Mexican border is not so peaceable as
a rule that the mews of hostilities between
Mexicans and Texans shonld occasion gerious
alarm; nor does the fact that a party of
United States Senators are going to take o
trip along the Mexican coast in a Government
vessel, and at Government ecxpeuse, indicate
anything like real war.

The Tammany Hall Committee on Organiza-
tion is reported to lave enjoyed a rare joke
at its last meeting. Assemblyman Waehner
protested against the monopoly of the Com-
mittee in the distribution of patronage. This
mild attempt at protest or dictation, based on
the allegation that the Assemblymen, Senators,
and Aldermen are better known than the
members of the Committee, only * created some
“ amusement,” as the report says, and did not

cause a “change in the rules of patronage.”
D ——

The deep feeling that hns been aroused
throughout the State by the exposure of fraud
in the management of work on the canals is
shown by the epirit of the meeting on Satur-
day at Syracuse, Citizens of both political
parties united in denouncing dishonest ofli-
cials and contractors, and in supporting the
Governor's euggestions for reform. The voice
of this city will be heard in public meeting
this week, and other cities and towns will be
likely to follow the prompt example of Syra-

cuse.
——

A letier in another column from a corre-
gpondent engaged in active business gives
some 1llustrations of the losses to which busi-
ness men ave subjected by the operations of
the speculators in the Gold Room. We fully
agree with our correspondent that so long as
our eurrency remains on its present basis
there will at times be inducements to specn-
late in gold, and where there are inducements
to speculate in any article there will inevita-
bly be speenlators. As a general thing, speen-
lators are not over-serupulons, and it is use-
less to expeet them to act solely with refcr-
ence to the general good.

e

The rumors of fraud in conuection with the
building of the new Post-Ofliee in Boston may
or may not be true, but the news is of & kind
we liave been long expecting. The expensive
public buildiugs now in course of erection all
over the country, at extravagant cost to the
Generil Government, in 0o many cases weal
the nir of asylmns [or the maintenance of
pets of the Administration and the distribu-
tion of patronage to laboring men who vote
with the dominant paty. The general man-
agement of these great improvements lins not
been such as to win the favor of the publie,
and the mystery shrouding the immense ap-
propriations and frequent supplemenfary ap-
propriations gives fresh color to puspicion. It
is to e hoped that there will be o thorough

investigation in this Boston case.
——

When it was first proposed that there should
be a combination of the Catholie Parochial
sehiools with the public schools of the eity, it was
doubted by many whether the proposition was
gerionsly made. But any auech doubt is dissi-
pated by the action of Viear-General Quinn in
appointing an able and representative com-
mittee to confer with the Board of Edunea-
tion on the saliject, This gives the plan of
the Catholica the stamp of authority, and a
conference between the Doard and the Com-
mittee will probably be hLeld during the cur-
rent week., A fair statement of the position
of the Catholics will be found on another
page. It would reem thut the partics to the
conference are not very likely to agree upon
a plan of eombination, but it will be generally
admitted that the Board is right in giving the
petitioners a respectful and thonghtful hear-
ing. We shall hear a good many hard words

from eitherside before the contest is over,
e

The peenliar gystem of awarding eontracts,
which finds favor with the Interior Depart-
ment at the expense of the Treasury of the
United States, is further illustrated in Wash-
ington letters printed on another page. It
seems impossible to explain the facts therein
stated, as to the recent award for beef, on
any other hypothesis than that of eorrupt
purposes on the part of the persons who are
gupposed to represent the Government in such
matters, We Lope the facts brought to light
by our eorrespondent are not lost upon mem-
bereof the XLIVth Congress who intend to
redecm  their promiscs of retrenchment and
reform. There is no more profitable field for
Congressional investigation than that em-
briced under the general head of our Indian
affairs. When the grip of the Indian Ring
upon the Interior Department is loozened the
ostensibly fuir charaeter of a good many
officials may be spoiled, but the people will
discover the whereabouts of an immense
amount of stolen money,

THE LATEST CANAL BIDS.

We present this morning the tables of a
number of bids for canal contruels exhibited
a8 recently as the 17th of the present month.
The public will find them highly interesting.
They show that the Ring with whose operalions
in pagt years we bave been made familiar is still
in full operation, and that the system of delu-
sive bids and preposterous prices is as vigor-
ous 4 ever. Seven years ago a commitlee of
the Legislature reported : “There is a peen-
“ liar and obvioug infelicity in any one's un-
“dertaking to perform a large amount oi
“work for a small eonsideration. The eon-
“tractor who attempts this dificnit achieve-
“ ment virtually confesses in the beginning
“Liis purpose of making by indirection what
“ is sacriticed in the letter of his engagement,”
But in spite of this warmung it will be seen
that the practice has never been checked, and
is ot hkely to be until the present movement
for reform reaches its eulmination,

The well-known name of D, Candee wil)
attract attention in the tables we print this
morning, and it will suprise no one who
kuows him to observe some very curions
things in his bide. lle sobmitted proposals
for building 550 feet of vertical wall on the
Glens Fulls Feeder,—a picce of work estimated
by the Eugineer to cost 22,300, Mr. Candee
offered to do it for #7095, and obtained the
contract, Ilis price for the wall is low, but he
charges u heavy sum for exeavation, and ac-
cording to all precedent that item ought to
grow to enormous proportions,  He has an-
other small contract showing precisely the
same discrepaneies, He made a third on the
same day to stop the leaks in the Glens Falls
Feeder for 87,620, although the Enginecr's
estimate of the cost was 25,000, I'his contract,
however, waa annulled the following day, and
we have only to glanco at the prices to feel
gatisied that 1t onght to have been. All

thn‘uuh the biddiugs apvear the familiar

names and the usual ridiculous rates. When
a contractor offers to furnish white oak timber
for 10 cents per thousand feet—its actual cost
being &40 or #50—or to excavate solid rock at
5 cents per cubie yard, it requires no great
gagacity to infer that the proposal is not made
in good faith.

We underatand it s the intention of Canal
Commissioner Thayer, to whose section these
bids of Mareh 17 belong, to hold the con-
tractors to a rigid performance of their ngree-
ment. If this course could always be adopted,
the Canal Ring would soon be ruined and we
might have something like honest work. DBut
Commissioner Thayer is deceived as to his own
powers, Until the Ring is destroyed he ean-
not hold the contractors to the performance of
their agreements. The law does indeed give
bim certain authority ; but there is a higher
power that overrules him, that controls the
Legislature, usurps the functions of the Execu-
tive, and is supposed to own a part of the Ju-
diciary. The Government of the State of New-
York, for years past, has been the Canal Ring ;
and if it 18 not broken now, we may rest as-
sured that in spite of all Mr, Thayer and a
few other honest officers can do the Ring con-
tractors will finally get their price.

EX-SECRETARY MNCULLOCHL'S OPINION
UF 1HE SINKING FUND,

The more closely the nature and operations
of Sinking Funds are looked into, the more
useless and pernicious such contrivances will
appear. In Mr. McCu'loch's annnal report on
the operations of the Treasury for the year
1865, wo find the following paragraph about
the Sinking Fund, which strikes us as sound
thronghont :

The uecessities of the Treasury have been snch that a
complinpes with tho reguirements of the net of Feb, 25,
1802, for the erention of o Sinking Fand bas been fmprac-
tiralile, As long as it 1a necessary for the Government
to borrow money and to put it obligations on the mor-
ket for sale, the purchaso of these obligntiona for the
purpose of ereating A Sinking Fund wonld hard!y bo
Judicious, Aftor the expiration of the proseunt year the
_neome of the Goveroment will exeesed it2 expenses, and
it will then be practicable to earry tnto effie! the pro-
vislons of the law, The Seeretiary is, howeeer, of the opin-
fon that the safe and gimple way of sinking the National
Detit is to apply direetly to its pawmend the execss of re-
eripte over expenditires. e thercfore reapeeifully recom-
mends that so much of the act of Feb. 25, 1802, ag requires
the application of coin to the purehase or payment of one
per centof the entive deblof the United Stutes, o be 2l
apart ag a Sinking Fund, be repealed.— [Finance Hepori,
18605, paae 87,

It will not require mneh spaee to show that
a eompliance with the law of 1852 is morally,
if mot physieally, impossible, The Sinking
Fund, by the terms of the existing law,
inerenses ot compound interest,  The amount
of coin interest unnually to be set aside and
employed in the purclass or redemption of
bonds mnst accordingly double every taelve
years, until the entire Pnblic Debt is extin-
guished,  Before the end of the centnry the
Sinking Fund will eall for over a hundred
million dollara  each year.  Ex-Secrvetary
Richardson, in hiz valuable eompilation of
the laws relating  fo the Dublic Debt
and National banks, tella us that the
Sinking Fund will exiinguish the Debt on
or about the year 1000, Oue dollar, invested
at compound interest at six per eent, will more
than quadruple in twenty-five years, and an
annuity of one doliar, improved at compound
int rest at rix per eeny, will increase in
twenty-five years to ©5¢ 86, at the end of
which period the annual contribution will
have nereased from one  dollar  to &4 29,
Without going furdher into the theory of com-

pound interest, we  think there are
few persons eredulous  enough to believe
eitlier that the Publie Dbt will  be

exiingnished in twenty-five years, or that the
yearly rate of actnal payment will go on
inercasing at compound interest. Unless the
Debt really does deerease by the nominal
g annualiy contributed to the Sinkivg Fund,
unless, in other words, the income of the
Government does aetnally exeeed ite expendi-
turea by that amouant, a Siuking Fund is a
trangparent juggle. In the last ten years the
indebtedness of this eity has frightfully in-
ereared, but durivg 2ll this time a Sinking
Fuud has been in operation.  Of what earthly
nss has that Sinking Fund been to the city ?
If it has been productive of any effeets what-
ever, beyond confusing the accounts, it has
probably encouraged our citizens to look with
too much eomplaeency on the uulimited erea-
tion of fresh indebtedness, by deluding them
with the false hope that in some way or other
the bhonds would finally be paid out of the
Sinking Fund, without any increase of tax-
ation.

Within o fortnight Seeretary DBristow has
called in for redemption thirty million dollars
of United States bonds, without a surplus of
receipts over expenditures at all approaching
that sum, and without any reasunahle pros-
pect of such a surplns. What will be the
consequences T Most probably embarrassmoent
to the Treasury, with the alterative offered
to the Secretary of issming fresh bonds and
borrowing back his gold, or dispersing his
coin balance and indefinitely postponing specio
payments. Within twelve months another
thirty and some odd millions of honds must
be ealled in for the Sinking Fund, and then,
unless the revenues improve and the expend-
itures diminish, the Treasury must either bor-
row or go to protest, The estimated surplus
revenue for the eurrent year is less than ten
millions, and it is obviously impossible to pay
thirty millions of debt with only ten willions
of net income,

Newther Mr. MeCulloch nor ourselves can be
justly charged with any lack of zeal for the
speedy payment of the Pablic Debt, but expe-
rienee is eonelusive as to the fact that a Sink-
ing Fand is completely powerless to pay any-
thing without something substantial to pay
with. For nearly two years our Treasury has
hiad nothing but its moderate coin balance
out of which to redeem bonds,  Ex-Seere-
tary Richardson suceeeded in transtorming
about twenty-five millions of iudebtedness
from the shape of bonds to that of greenbacks,
but in reality the National Government is s
deeply 1o debt to-day as it was in September,
1874, Toere are excellent precedents for the
repeal of the Sinking Fand provisions. (reat
Britain  has  abolished  thres  or  four
Sinking  Fands,  and  only  seventeen
years ago  repealed a Sinkivg Fund  Act.
In 1855 o loan of 80,000,000 was contracted on
account of the Russiun war, and it was en-
acted that until an cquivalent amount of the
funded debt had been paid  off,  #3,000,000
should be amunally advanced to the Sinking
Fund Commissioners and invested at compound
interest, The plain effeet of this provision
was that if Great Britain should find herself
involved in a contest with any great power,
or have to fuce any extraordinary expenditure
before the loan of 1853 wns paid off, or for any
reason should find it impracticable, as we do
now, to maintain & surplos revenne suflicient
for the annual contribution, the Government
would be compelled to horrow an equivalent
sum. The Sinking Fund provision was accord-

fugly repcaled in 1858, the panic of 1857 hav-

ing made it “impracticable” to maintain the
reqnisite surplus.

As o practical question, for the last twenty
months the revenues of the Government, after
dedneting exponditures and interest on the
Publie Debt, have not boen suffcient to main-
tain the Sinking Fund. We called attention to
the impending default, and formally bade fare-
well to the Fund in Tue Trisuse of Sept. 10,
1873, a few days beforo the suspension of Jay
Cooke & Co. The last Congress, though it iu-
creased taxes ostensibly to keep up the Fund,
miserably failed to make any satisfactory or
adequate reduction of expenses, If we date
the Sinking Fund from 1889, instead of from
1802, the present doficiency is forty-five mil-
lion dollars, instead of thirty, for there 13 no
authority whatever for making the debt re-
ductions of 1869, 1970, and 1871 do duty as con-
tributions to the Sinking Fund in 1874 and
1875. On the most liberal view of it, we have
lived up to the law in only four years out of
thirteen.

MR, LICK'S REVOCATION.

A great deal of interest was felt last Sum-
mer in the munificent deed of trust by which
Mr. James Lick of San Francisco made over
his enormons estate to trnstees for public
purposes. It was one of the most remarkable
donations known in history. The donor had
acenmulated by the labor of his own hands
and brain one of the greatest fortunes on the
Pacifie Coast. He had laid the foundations of
his wealth in South Amegica before the dis-
covery of gold in California, and immediately
on receiving the mews of that event he had
eonverted all his property into cash and had
sailed for San Francisco Bay. There, with an
intelligent courage and sagacity rare ecven
among the race of pioneers, he had invested
almost his  entire capital in real es-
tate. 1lia quick eye saw the future eity
which was to arise upon those sandy hillocks,
and block after blook, where streets were not
yet indicated, passed quietly into his hands.
He kept almost everything he bought, occa-
sionally selling small slices of his estate at an
enormous profit, but generally choosing to
build and lease rather than to part with the
rapidly appreciating ground. In the growth
of the city, everybody aided in doing his
work. All the energy and industry ol the Pa-
ciliec Coast were coiperating with him to put
up the price of his San Francisco lots. lle
grew immensely rich; and finally, discovering
also that he was growing old, he determined
to give up all his wealth to those
who had assisted him in gaining it. He
maide a deed of trust, giving into the bands
of a board of trustees consisting of gome of
the most prominent citizens of the State his
entire property, with inconsiderable reserva-
tions, Among the pnrposes to which the trust
was 10 be divected, were the erection of a great
observatory, “finer than any in the world,”
the magnificent endowment of the Pioueer
Society of California, an Historical Society,
and the erection of ecertmin monuments, one
Leing to the author of *the Star Spangled
“ Banuer.”

This remarkable act of renunciation of
course occasioned great remark and was
usnally elassified with the other inordinate
products of the Californis soil and climate,
In w country where trces are as big as monu-
ments, and the birds are said to roost in the
branches of the violet, it wuas quite a matter
of course that the millionaires should bo ea-
pable of a self-sacrifice unparalleled in tradi-
tion. But Mr, Lick seems to have eared as
little for the fame of his act, as for the criti-
cism which would follow a revoeation of it.
In less than a year ke has made up his mind
with great clearness on several points and has
not hiesitated to act npon his sober second
thought. He has come to the eonclusion that he
had not done justice to his relatives, and that he
ean himself carry out his parposes more satis-
fuetorily than the Board of his selection ean
do, He hasz also econcluded that his days are
not 8o nearly spent as ho thought, when he
hastened to unload from Lis tived shoulders
the burden of his wealth, e therefore filed
in the Recorder's oflice of San Franciseo, on
Saturday last, a revoeation of the celebrated
deed of trust, e contirma all the stepe hith-
erto taken by the trustees, and this may indi-
cate that he proposes to carry out by himself
the designs fully set forth in the revoked in-
strument. DBut however this may be, he has
once more {aken possession of his estate, and
will for the present be his own administrator,

Perhaps he has learned something in this
year of premature immortality as to the best
way to do good to the public.  Pailip of Spain,
after he had abdicated, and observed in refire-
ment- the reign and death of his suceessor,
came back to the throne doubtless with larger
views of kingeraft than before. Very few
millonaires have ever had 8o good a chanco as
Mr. Lick to see how it pays to die and leave
their estates to publie uses. Ile has evidently
not listened much to the people who gave un-
intelligent praise to his princely gift; it re-
mains to be seen if he has paid any attention
to those who must have judicionsly eriticised
it. 1lis reasons for resuming control of his
property are matural and proper. Tt might
easily turn ont that California has gained
greatly by Mr. Lick’s resuming the eare of his
own affairs and the free and unembarrassed
exccution of his own munificent plans,

OLD BELIEFS IN NEW GARB,

In giving adviee respecting a scientific libra-
ry, & Yale professor reccutly made the re-
mark, * Works on the natural sciences, and
 gepeeially text-books, are antiquated by the
“time the first edition is sold.” The rapid
accumulation of new data, and the changes in
the theories of science, conspire to reduce the
value of thisclass of works almost from their
birth, The chemistries of & quarter of a cen-
tury ago are now almost useless. In nearly
the wholz range of sciences, s reference to
a book more than a hundred years old, as an
anthority, would be regarded as absurd. Judg-
ing from such facts, we may conclude with
tolerable certainty that onr great-great-grand-
children will regard our choicest wisdom,
moldering on their shelves, merely as curions
rubbish. Prudence if not modesty should
make us eautions abont verdicts on our an-
cestors, even though they did believe in magic,
witches, alchemy, astrology, and the portents
of the sky. It is more than probable that
there was some common sense at the bot-
tom of these notions ; that they were founded
more or less on observatlon and expeiience.
Certain very recent theories and discoveries
lend fresh color to this view. In fact, it is
not too much to say that science—the star-
eyed secicnee of the present hour—the scicnce
of the polanscope and the spectroscope, of
atoms and molecnles, of statistics and the
Signal Serviee Burean —is actually leading
back to us, in new garb, some of the ancient
beliefs that were cast out with so mueh con-
tumely.

Take, as an instance, astrology. At first
thought, with our present kumowledgs, wo

promptly reject the notion that the stars at
their enormous distances from us can infla-
ence earthly alaits, Yet we admit that the
attraction of gravity is communicated over
the abyss of 2,800,000,000 miles that lics bo-
tween Neptuns and the sun, This influence
has long been recognized in the tides of
ocean; of late ycars the fact of similar but
mieh greater effsets in onr atmosphers Mave
been aseertained, The body of air that
aurronnds us is far more unstable than
water; a slight change in its densily at
any point, starts n wide-spreading train of
consequences, A wave, n tide, n movement of
the air, may be to tho earth beneath it a
storm, a cyclone, n devastating hurricine, It
is noticeable that the mflaenes that astrolozers
claimed for the heavenly bodies procesded not
especially from the fixed stars, bat from the
planets. It was said to he excrcised parkien-
larly at their conjunctions ; that i3, wapn the
sun, the earth and a planet were most neatly
in a straight line. If, now, wo col-
cede that the attruction of gravity of a
planet ean produce o disturbanee in onr
atmosphere, it is manifust that n commotion
would be most likely to take plaes at the
periods of conjunetion, when the forecs pro-
coeding from the planet were adled to or
subtracted from those of the sun, just ns
apring tides and neap tides in the ocean re-
sult from the san’s power being added to or
taken from that of the moon.

Great storms, ruined harvests, and  the
social and political convulsions that thence
ensued, may have becn, however, only a part
of the consequences of barometric ehanges.
The late Prof. Lyell was among the nuwmer-
ous advoeates of the theory that chanzes in
the pressare of the atmosphere, by intluencing
the confined gases in strata below the surface
of the gronnd, give rise to earthqnakes.
Numerous eompansons of records yet to bo
made will be needed for full sapport to
this  theory; Dbut alroady many re-
markable eoincidences have been noted. As
an instance, it is stated that the great earth-
quake at Hong Kong last Fall gave its most
violent throb, stopping all the public clocks,
at the very moment when the anemometer re-
corded the fiercest blast of wind of that terri-
ble night, Collateral evidence on this subjeck
has been found in a comparison between
records of weather and of mining explosions.
The result for England in 1872 indicated that
53 per cent of the explosions of that year
were connected with barometrie, and 17 per
cent with thermometrie changes.

Upon no one point in the matter of dispel-
ling popular superstitions have svientific men
been more persistent and successful than in
respect to comets, First, their dangerousness
as portents was set aside by a physical con-
ception of them as masses of matier. Then
the chances of a comet striking the earth
were shown to bs exceedingly few, althongh
such a collision at the close of the last centu-
ry was much discussed as a possibility, A
favorito notion was that this would be the
meand provided for the final destruction
of the world by fire. Then ecame a
variety of evidence that comets were al-
together of a thin and waporous matter,
Astronomers saw stars through their densest
parts, Among Jupiter's satellites, a cowet
became entangled, and while its own path was
utterly deranged, they moved on unshaken 1o
their orbits. Dab now, after we have had the
comet resolved into a barmless vapor, amd
identificd it with the will-o’-the-wisp that
floats over decaying marshes, the theory asso-
ciated with Schiaperelli's name, breaks in
upon our serenity, It is sbhown that im-
mense trains of stony meteorites follow, if
they do not constitute comets. Very sub-
stantial entitivsa are these bolides and aero-
lites. Some of the most approved ob-
servations last year, on Coggia’s comet, showed
for 1t, at least in part, such a constitution.
From another ficld of research comes, in sev-
eral different forms, evildence that the sun is
gnrrounded by an immense ring of meleorie
bodies. Any disturbing influence excreised
upon this ring would be reflected in great
changes of the sun's atmosphere, even if—which
is not improbuble—some portion of the meteor-
ie masses might dash in upon it. Sudden convul-
slons in the sun's atmosphere are followed by
great commotionsin our own; and it seems
not at all improbable that all this train of
Aisturbance might follow the near approach
of a comet to the sun.

Aguin: reeent discovery tends to prove the
unity of the forees that govern matter. That
there shonld bo a strong suspicion of a simi-
lar unity in matter itself, scems natural. New
evidonces favoring this wvotion have been
brought forward even within a twelvemonth
by an eminent student of the spectroscope.
It is now gencrally conceded that differences in
the quality of snbstances are [requently mere
divergence 1 the mode of motion of their
atoms. It is not a very long step from this
conception, to suppose that there is but one
sort of atoms, and that all the differences
of subatances have originated in ehanges of the
motions and combinations of their atoms—
chauges impressed in the ease of the sixty-odd
elements, during the intense heat of the neb-
ulous epoch of the solar system. Dut if we
take this step we must no longer fling derision
on the alehemist who hoped by the fires of his
laboratory to transmute the baser into the
nobler metals, saymng, as did DBasil Valentine,
# therefore think most diligently about this ;
“ often bear in mind, observe, and compre-
“ hend, that all minerals and all metals together
“in the same time und after the same fashion
“and of one and the same principal
“ matter, are produced and gewverated.” If
our chemists ever evolve a heat greatly
exceeding that of the electric are, they
may again be secking the transmutations
of tiwe alehomists, 1L our students ol statistics
anid meteorology prove the connection between
planetary intlucvees and mundane disorders,
we shall have a new raece of astrologers. The
students of the spectroscope may yet prove to
us that when a comet fired the lenath of
Ophiuchus hage, he did actusily from his hor-
ridd hair shake tornadoes, earthquakes and un-
favoring scasons, if not pestilence and war,
But while a tardy jusiification for the papal
bull against the wanderer of the sky may thus
be afforded, it will roquire almost a reversal
of the argument to defend the wine-grower's
faith in the excellence of the vintage of a
comet year,

Among the Charities which have held their gronnd
throughuut the growth and development of the
city there are fow older or wore esteemed than the
“Women's Prison Assocustion.” 1t removed lasg
year into 1ta new and more commodions quarters in
Second-ave, and its Thirtieth Annual Report,
Just published, shows that its means of usefulpess
are continually extonding. It 15, as most of our
readers koow, an independont orgavization, and
tukes charge of released female prisoners who
would otherwise become a burden to the city, or
l.nulbul int vicious courses. T'he managers l:nre
received at the " Home"” duringtho year 815 re-
loased prisoners, of whom they huve sent to service

090, to friends 12, to hospital 17; 27 have provided
for thomselves, and only 18 have left witheus per-
miasion, The tressurer’s report i annexed, which
shows how elosely and economically thoe sume in-
trusted to this excellant Charity aro expanded.

PERSONAL,

Gien. John C. Fremont has deeided to take
up nis pormanent resiidencs in Vireinla ity, Nevadas

President Chamberlain of Bowdoin College,
it 18 repored, wili prosent hin resigoaiion at the we o
meating of the Bourid of Ovarssers, Tt will be ascepied,
and Prof. Young of the Culivgo s woss hkcly 1o Lo Lis
BUCOENAUT,

The IMlinois Legislature has again disap-
polnted publle expectation by defoutlog an Appropria-
tion for the eompletion of & moniment to the mem ry
ol Btepaon A, Doagtes,  Toe bill passcd Lhe scusle, bub
wis usteatod 1u e Howse.

Col. Forney, according to The DPhiladelphin
Times, wiil return from his foreign trip early in Ja'y
auid resui the editorinl chares of The Press. 11 comos
back 8t ihe earnest rogqoeat of the Attituistrathon pariy,
Wikl dovtua s lead. ssliip of great mopurtageo m the
NEKL I,

The Loev. Thomas K. Byccher attended a so-
clal purty of B Fae Logloe Company o Elmirs, ro-
wently, nud made o specol to the assemblage. Ilo said
tis Tailier wis a good 311 1er, ant he did not think s

Wooug Lo dalee, provided tue puessurs wis not abfsed
by Keeplax Lo wours Lo she detriaest of goud bealtu,

Dr. Mauning, who was one of the new Car-
dinals nppolutad at tao Consisters leld ta I on the
1500 inst,, audressed o fow wordd to those who wero with
Wim when bo raccived tha offl Al Intimation of bis pro-
motion. It wan, ho sadid, more grateful to Uim to reoe . ve
tuis prowotion in thede days of e Conrel’s A snitivs
and struggios than L wou av e beow du the L of bee
prosperity, aid bo cod L doube inat tus Codrcn
waidd pecover ull she Lad Jost sud Hoally winwph over

ull Ler ¢ neties,
The article on New-York in the Perue des

Dewa Mondes, by M. Blmounin, has Just beou frans-
Lt for Applelons’ Jowrnal, Tue following is its relor-
euce o My, Greeley 1 * 1 The Herald is the happy rival
of The Londom Times, Tiig LKIBUNE Las no rival in the
Unlted States for ths man!y bearing, the seriouine-s,
anid Lonesty of s editorsbip.  The late Mr. Horaco
tireoley, woo wad & distinguirhed  aglenitarise, il
well us accompishied Juurosle', sud wieo Ve Wwisdo-
ceastul rival of Gon. Graut ot ise last Prosliestid
eloetlon, wWus, until s death, the sou
eNE,  MHe was smong the Best o advoecaie T ik -
pailon of slaves, awi to deciato Lilwsell agalust T
Boutl, Tae putio hed & protusid Yeuctaton for b
e, who woi o liitle parndoxioal and of olil-"akhivnod
wanners, They reoogu@ed s dulegminy aid devotan
to pulilic aflars; Le was the modern Fraukia ol hew-
Yurk."

In & reeent leeture in London Mr. IL R. Fox
Bourne, w Lo s writing tho Wis of Juiu Loade, fave i so-
count of some apoblisbed treatiscs by Lhe greal pll us
ophier whicn he Las discovered, und road from Luen &
wumber of very luteresting pas-ages braring upoin the
sul ot o religiows Hoerty. The Uil acl Of cXITGCLE Wad
from what seems [0 be & very remarkablo casy, williea
about the year 1660 (whlie Locke wis o studest uk
Oxford), aod entiilod “ Rofl-ctious upon the Romea
Comwonwealth,” in which, wolug back to apelent in-
stitutions for powme better model for nntional O IEL-
tigu than eicher Caatles I or Cromweil cound devel g,
he ectmonded the politieal wystem started by L
mytbicul Homulos aul tmproved upon by Iiks Buenos-
pEs, ALLCE deseriblng siolucr trcatiso wIlilen Ly Lowkm
goun iter thie restorgiivn of Coarivs 10, aod Laviag
apeclal referends to Lie eoclesant loal changes thersby
oeeasioned, the leetarer  Bpo of au luporsnt
“Euauy Coneeruing  Tuoleration,' writien  whoul "
veats before  Locke's  well  Emown  “ Lotes
on  Toleration,” nnd  Aiftering  from  then o
wethod, though not an gpir . Gontroverting, in visy
sEEonE termis, the ol to L cratlon of il porsvus usitig
b elodk of feligion tor p gl OF other parposes, ho
plitlosopher sava! * Whoeu wen berd themisel into
cotupautes with distiuetivus frow tho pulde, and &
siricter confederacy Wil tivse of thelr own deuoygynas
tion nnid  party thaun theif other felluw-suljocis,
whether the olsidoeduns be religluits or ridicalous 1%
mutters not, otherwiss than as the ties of religivn wre
sLronger sild the proteoscs fa rer, uid wpler (o draw par-
Lisihns, wbd therefore (ie wore to be suspcied aod tus
e fxcu:lf-ulr to bo watenod—wheno, I siy, any siul
distinet party 15 grown or gfowing so DUILGERLS 4y L
APUEAr dangeroias o e migistrabe, wnd seein Vislihy
L0 Luleaten the peace of the Sale, the iaglairals viiLE
1o use ull ways eitlier ol pulicy or puwer Lbsisdall Lo
couvenieul to lessen, bicuk, sud sappross Lae parly, wud
B0 prevent the wiscliel

Wasniyaroy, Mareh 28.—DBrig.-Gen. A. E.
Shiras, Commissury-Genersl of Bubsisiener, who L
been seriously UL for sumn duys Paat Witd an atiack of
eryripelas tn 1he bead, was soun what bober o Bigh'y
although Lis pbysictous bave but itle Lupe fur bia tu=
YuvLey.

WasmiNoroy, Mareh 23.—Col, Fred. D.
Graut, wuo bus been spradiog the Water bere with Lis
wite, will leave on Monday or Tuesday for New-York,
wod thewer o Uwacags, Wlhiors be will rosoma s daiice
o the stedl of Gen, Baerhtan, Tao Presuleat sl Mg,
Geant wili geoompany them a8 Tar ns Now-York.

NOTES,

POLITICAL

Not o single Democratic journal in the State
supporis Speaker Motuire i his oppusilion 1o Loy,
Tiden, They wre all agesod to coudemuing s course ag
absurd and sulcldal,

Congressman Garfield will speak in Coanec-
tlont tois week fur tue Bepuilivan tekel, wou Beonior
MuaeDouald of Indiana and Cob, F. A, Coukliog of Lile
State will luke the stump for tho Dewveiata This e
the last week of the cenvass, aud buth sides are prepa-
1u to make the most of it A

Senator Oglesby made a tremendons noise
in Connecticut ksat wook, but that it was worely sl
wind may ve tnferced from the wilowing burst of wis-
dom at New-Havou: “Dbou's suppose I am talking
about tnances bocause 1 know auything, or Lhink you

do, beeause Ldva't, T bava beco stalylog for a year,
aud, if L Kuow any more abods i than Wioa bogal,
WY, Yud Wiy suiol e

The Ono Republican leaders held a con-
aultation at Columuus lust weelt, wiiin tue clviee of &
candidiate for Governor waa disenssed,  Tae weeting
digclosed an unexpeeted amoust ol vpposiiiea o the
nomination of ex Seuator Wade, and showed i ex-
Gov. Noyes was the favorite. Lt as be unqashitiedly
decllned o stand, & further canvassing of oplnions
sligwied that Congiessiai Jawes Muntoe ui the XVilla
Disiriet wis e socoid eltee, L Was deciaed w soad
L State Couvention ou Juue &

The Interior Department could not get the
Henute to Gppoint i Speciul Comuniies to g0 vak o the
Tudbin conutey during tue Saunuer, sl wake & rejors
that wouid slio# that the Lodens were plaing to have
ther lands iven up to the ralroad eongesnes, but ie
could bave a Spoclal Commisatoners and 1o bas gol him.
Ex-Congresainan Shauks of lodlans, who was lelt vitin
tae cold Ly Lis copstitusots luat Fall, lLa been ap-
polnted Speetal Commissioner to visit the Tulis, 4t 8
waludy of $10 0 duy wid cxpeuses panl. ITe vapuvis o
fud clousu To do Lo Beop ali oasy for i ¥oat,

Congressman Lamar of Mississippi told a re-
porter ul The Atlanta Herald vecoutly, wuat ho aul uok
rogard the New-Hampabiee election aa an lodicativn of
a returning Bopablivan ascendeacy in vatioaal poililed.
He thinks that if the opposition to thy Almimsiratiea
can be harmomzed ot a platiorm thet sbail 1goore all
minor consideralons, tacre will be no Qutioulty i elect=
fug either Cunrles Francls Adutus or Judgo Davis of the
supreme Court, or possibly Benators Tharman or Bay-
ard, or Gov, Heodricks, On the thivd-torm subjock he
sadd: * I thnuk Grant will tey & tied term. 1 think
thist be 1 pow u condldate for renomination. Ao la-
mense effort will ba wade (0 dofest bim 1o e nowis
paking cokveution, but this T hay flea can e duat.
We way counl protiy cerbaluly oo buvieg Graot lo rel
aRalust bn tue Celtenatel canyaes,””

Senntor Johuson has one enthusiastic admirer
of L recent spovci. dhe Cincinmits Kngunver calis alm
“ e wan of the people,” wod adds: ** Sioce the days of
Col, Thomns . Beotou and Stephen A, Doagles, the
Democracy buve hud no man ta the Senate of the United
Brates who, 1o the discussion of political questivns, has
spoken witt the vigor, the elogasnce or Lrus vestorical
fire that eharacterized the eMoce ol ex Presidest Asorw
Jobnson on Mouday, We bave bad wany stioog and
uble men there, but their speeches have been mors
lawyoertike than stuteswantike, The speceb of the vx-
Prosident—bis denunciation of the tyranny of Graol=
reads like the excorlations by Domosthicnes of Che tre-
clun dietator, Pallip of Maccdon, Audrew Johusou Las
rison (o the Light of the vccuslon. He bas wot minced
bis plirnses. Lo thouebts that Lreathe and worls thab
hurn he hus spoken the teath befors oo parasites of
power, Apdrew Johneon has sounded the Esynoie Lhak
has siruck the beart of the people. Lot his Democratie
collvagucs follow the example aud ebarge bowe upos
the public enewy."”

Taat eminent patriot and statesman, Senator
Gevrge E. Bpenocr of Alabalua, |8 likely to bave trouble
before the expiration of his term In 1878, A commitice
of the Alabama Legislature bus begun to luvesigaie
the manuor of his clection In 1872, and it 18 charged that
they will bave no troubls In proviog that money Wl
treely used, Spesking of the investigation, The Mok
gomery Adcerliser says: * I there is any sevse of Jav
tico fu the wajority lo the Uuited States Seuute, suol
evidence will be laid before them s will lodace them to
promptly unseat Seénator Bpencer,”  Mr, Bpencer
Las written & Jotter oconcerniug the charges
agulust hiw, In which be says: * In reply to whis
false accusstion wado by the Beeossion Domocracy®

1 have only to stato that it was my fortuue
to  _have recelved the upanimous novination of
the Republican cancus, there being wo

andl-
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